[Loss of cranial-nerve function caused by early syphilitic meningitis: the comeback of a pre-war syndrome].
Two men aged 39 and 38 who had had unprotected insertive and receptive anal sexual contact with men are presented: one had paralysis of the right half of his face and the other man had erythematous macules on the palms of his hands and the soles of his feet as well as partial alopecia, earache and progressive loss of hearing in his left ear. The latter one was also HIV-seropositive and on antiretroviral medication. Syphilitic meningitis was diagnosed in both men. The 2 patients recovered after being treated with intravenous benzyl penicillin. Syphilitic meningitis is a complication seen during the early stages of a syphilis infection. Since the introduction of penicillin it has become a rare disease. Early diagnosis is of importance since syphilitic meningitis has irreversible sequelae.